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great show of enthusiasm there was also no sign of resistance. Warwick had
shut himself up in Coventry, and refused Edward's challenge to come out and
fight: nor did the earl consider it expedient to accept the returned king's
offer of pardon. Clarence, on the other hand, was easily won over. Edward
reached London on nth April: the following day his men occupied the Tower.
His interview with Henry VI. has already been mentioned. Warwick at last
bestirred himself to action and marched on London; but at Barnet on the I4th
he was opposed by Edward, and in a bloody battle the Yorkist cause again
triumphed. Among the dead lay Warwick and his brother Montagu : Edward
had rid himself of two of the Nevils. Queen Margaret was at Weymouth the day
Barnet was fought; and after raising forces in Devon and Cornwall she marched
north to join with the strong Welsh detachment under the command of Jasper
Tudur; but on 4th May Edward came up with her army at Tewkesbury ; and
before the Welsh reinforcements arrived he won a great victory. Either in the
fighting or immediately afterwards the Prince Edward was slain; and on the
same day as Edward returned to London Henry VI. was done to death. The
Yorkist triumph was complete.

Clarence was the thorn in Edward's flesh. The duke was unstable and
headstrong; and his unconcealed ambition made him a danger to his own
family. When Gloucester proposed to marry Anne Nevil, the Prince Edward's
widow and Warwick's daughter, Clarence bitterly opposed the match, because
it involved sharing with his brother the Nevil estates. Edward composed the
quarrel, and Gloucester married Anne, but the incident rankled with Clarence;
and subsequent events obsessed him with the idea that his eldest brother was
brutally indifferent to his interests. On the death of his wife there was a proposal,
strongly supported by his sister Margaret of Burgundy, that he should marry
the Burgundian heiress Mary; but Edward would not allow the match; and
the same opposition was shown to the Scotch proposal that he should marry
Margaret, the sister of James III. of Scotland. Resentful at this treatment
Clarence gave way to an outburst of petulant lawlessness, which culminated in a
haughty protest against a death sentence passed on two of his retainers; and
probably in the belief that this behaviour was only the prelude to treason
Edward ordered his brother's arrest. In the parliament before which Clarence
was brought to answer the charges made against him Edward himself conducted
the prosecution; and contemporaries were amazed by the bitterness of the
proceedings. Clarence was convicted and sentenced to death: his execution
was delayed for some days, Edward hoping perhaps that he could spare himself
the anguish of having to send a brother to his death ; but the Commons were
insistent that Clarence must die; and when the time came to carry out the
execution it was reported that the duke had been found drowned in a butt of
Malmsey wine (1478).
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